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During 2012, the Marines and Sailors of 2d Marine Aircraft Wing deployed across the globe maintaining and improving a standard of aviation combat excellence in place since the Wing's activation on July 10, 1941. That constant standard is operating as the most trained, motivated and professional aircraft wing the American people have, and to be the most feared aircraft wing in the eyes of current and future enemies of the people of the United States and the free world.
To that end, 2d MAW stands as the II Marine Expeditionary Force's aviation force-in-readiness - dedicated to its mission of projecting expeditionary airborne combat power and aviation command and control to joint and coalition commanders leading operations world-wide. 2d MAW began 2012 with a clear set of priorities and leveraged its assets to fight and win the war against al-Qaida and its violent extremist affiliates. The Wing deployed in every clime and place promoting peace and keeping the fight off American soil. Through it all, 2d MAW prepared to fight and win the battles that loom on our nation's bow.

Winning the fight in Afghanistan
Though all indications are the fight in Afghanistan is winding down, 2d MAW's tempo and focus there in 2012 did not. Marines and Sailors across the headquarters and five aircraft groups engaged a must-win combat mindset providing responsive and precise close air support, casualty evacuation, logistics resupply, over-watch, command and control and aviation combat ground support to coalition forces. As squadrons and personnel rotated in and out of theater, the tactics and lessons learned there were shared from one to another to ensure the effectiveness of combat efforts never wavered in a continuous upward growth. MAG-14 provided many examples of this effort. The group sent six units to support OEF. Among them, VMAQ-1 and VMAQ-2 supported OEF from Bagram, Afghanistan. However, at the midpoint of VMAQ-2's deployment, to keep pace with changing force structures, the squadron redeployed to Al Udeid Airbase, Qatar. The operation required moving 300 short tons of Prowler-specific equipment that had accumulated over the previous decade of EA-6B operations in Afghanistan. After a challenging but seamless transition VMAQ-2 continued to support OEF from AUAB until later relieved by VMAQ-3. Elsewhere, VMA-223 pilots flew AV-8Bs in combat missions over Helmand province supporting I MEF (FWD). 2d MAW pilots capitalized on the Harrier's unique close-air capabilities in supporting one of the largest helicopter assaults since Marjeh. When a devastating insurgent attack destroyed eight VMA-211 Harriers on Sept. 14, 2d MAW quantified its combat-ready mindset. MWSS-273 Marines engaged the insurgents helping end the attack on the airfield at Camp Bastion. The following day, VMFA-251 Hornets were overhead covering VMA-211’s missions. The immediate response made any tactical victory claimed by the insurgents a moot point. In one mission, the Thunderbolts executed precision combat air support in aiding a convoy from 1st Bn., 7th Marines, stuck in an IED belt and complex ambush. VMFA-251 pilots collectively engaged with guns and one pilot dropped a finishing GBU-54 to defeat the insurgents with no friendly casualties. While on the home front, VMA-231 scrambled to deploy one month early, minimizing any gap in aircraft assets following the attack. Skillful planning and preparation made the accelerated transition seamless. 
Elsewhere in Afghanistan, the Wing employed cutting-edge technology when VMGR-252 deployed to OEF with the Harvest Hawk variant of the KC-130J. The state-of-the-art weapons system quickly became a highly sought asset in the skies over Helmand province. As the leader of aviation platform transition, 2d MAW continued tilt-rotor support to OEF. MAG-26 rotated MV-22B Osprey squadrons into theater as the Marine Corps' only fully transitioned tilt-rotor aircraft group and VMM-162 completed its first OEF deployment as an MV-22B squadron. MAG-31 continued their OEF combat air support as VMFA-251 logged more than 2,600 flight hours in 432 sorties. VMFA-251 leaders wrapped up the squadron's combat operations in Afghanistan on Sept. 26. In a related historic event, the final two aircraft ever launched on combat sorties from the USS Enterprise belonged to VMFA-251. 
Though combat operations in Afghanistan were 2d MAW's top priority in 2012, actions there were only a part of the Wing's worldwide presence. Wing units deployed forward in support of operations and exercises spanning the globe and the full range of military operations.

Forward deploy across full range of military operations
In 2012 2d MAW deployed the best trained, most ready MEU air combat elements, tactical integration squadrons, unit deployment squadrons and detachments, and special purpose MAGTFs. Extensive training cycles preceding departure ensured those units remained ready, proficient and competent throughout the work-ups and deployment. Units trained to a variety of mission sets so if diverted to a surprise location for an unforeseen crises, MAW units arrive on scene with the airborne power and precision the country demands of its Marine Corps.
VMFA-115 flew its jets from MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, to Thailand in support of Exercise Cobra Gold. In the United States, VMFA-122 deployed to Nellis AFB, Nev., where it supported the Air Force Instructor Course and Exercise Red Flag. On the tilt-rotor side, VMM-263 operated at sea deployed with the 22nd MEU, and VMMT-204 conducted a two-week deploy-for-training exercise to Hulbert Field in Florida. More Ospreys from MAG-26 conducted deck landing qualification flights and achieved aviation certification aboard USS Kearsarge and provided assault support to 3rd battalion, 8th Marines, during exercises in Ft. Pickett, Va. 2D MAW also began its tactical portion of the U.S. military’s largest amphibious training exercise in more than ten years.  That was January.
MACG-28 followed by fielding the Common Aviation Command and Control System (CAC2S) to Marine Air Support Squadron 1 and 2, increasing the ability of the Group to provide aviation command and control assets to combat forces. It is a critical element of 2d MAWs future of deploying on more specialized, self sufficient operations.
The combat operations momentum continued abroad as VMFA 251 flew complex over-watch missions controlling the restrictive airspace in proximity to Iran. During July, VMFA-251 was fully engaged with combat flights in support of OEF while supporting other missions in the North and South Arabian Gulf. Not far away HMH-464 supported a Horn of Africa (HOA) detachment and a detachment to the 24th MEU along with HMLA-269. Operations in the Horn of Africa targeted extremists' activities and included maritime interdiction to quell pirating in the waters off Africa's east coast. In August, MAG-29 sent a detachment of four UH-1Ns to Operation Martillo in Guatemala targeting narcotic trafficking and terrorist activities in the region. Operation Martillo included assets from the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, U.S. and Guatemalan Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, Mexican Navy, and Guatemalan Special Forces. In September, MWSS deployed 147 Marines and Sailors to support MAG-40 in stability operations in Kuwait with U.S. Central Command, RFF 1200. The MWSS-274 detachment remained through December restoring an abandoned Kuwaiti airfield and reestablishing the plumbing, power, and communication infrastructure. 
Marines pride themselves in the ability to adapt war-fighting tactics to executing relief efforts in times of natural disaster. That pride is especially heart-felt when humanitarian relief efforts are employed at home. In November, HMH-366 deployed aboard USS Wasp as a specialized squadron of six CH-53Es reinforced with six UH-lNs. The mission specific squadron completed a special purpose MAGTF. The mission was supporting the Hurricane Sandy relief effort after the storm wreaked havoc on the eastern seaboard. The reinforced squadron operated along the New England coast until Veterans Day as the special purpose air and ground task force transported 651 passengers and more than 615,000 pounds of cargo in 157 sorties.



Training for the fight, like a fight
No team goes in the big game expecting to win without effective training and real-time practice. The 2d MAW engaged in continuous training exercises in 2012 at all unit levels. The MAW put that training to task in major large-force exercises requiring U.S. and coalition forces to conduct training operations at the scale required in combat. The largest was Bold Alligator 2012, conducted along the coasts of North Carolina and Virginia. BA-12 was the largest amphibious exercise conducted in over 10 years and involved more than 20,000 U.S. and coalition forces operating aboard more than 25 ships. MAG-29 alone deployed approximately 970 personnel, and 36 aircraft from Jan. 30 through Feb. 12. Coalition forces from Canada, United Kingdom, France and six other nations participated while operators from the II MEF Simulation Center added virtual forces from other countries to the scenario. 2d MAW leaders joined the staffs of Expeditionary Strike Group 2 and 2d Marine Expeditionary Brigade to launch a brigade-sized amphibious assault from a sea base. For 2d MAW, Bold Alligator included aviation integration training, coordination, and execution of core competencies in support of missions through all six functions of Marine Corps aviation. 
In June, the Wing put its Marines and Sailors to task in Mailed Fist 2012. Wing personnel planned and executed a range of aviation combat operations against insurgent forces to improve aviation core competency. From a state-of-the-art operations center, MAW leaders exercised command and control of distributed operations with an array of advanced technologies. Mailed Fist included battle staff training and real-time coordination with airspace controlling agencies along the eastern seaboard, and the blending of live and simulated aviation operations.
Before, during, between, and after these large-scale exercises, other training did not cease across 2d MAW as units took every opportunity to train for any missions thought possible in a diverse global battle space. 
In February, VMFA-122 deployed to Nellis AFB, Nev., where they supported the U.S. Air Force Instructor Course and Exercise Red Flag. The Werewolves successfully integrated with 12 different U.S. squadrons and squadrons from Great Britain's Royal Air Force and the Royal Australian Air Force. VMAQ-3, meanwhile, excelled at Red Flag Nellis, 12-3, which also served as its MRX. VMAQ-1 and VMAQ-4 participated in Red Flag Alaska. During this time period, VMU-2 executed aggressive pre-deployment preparation of for their pending deployment to OEF 12.1 in April.
Mojave Viper remained a key part of the training cycle for 2d MAW units. Squadrons and Groups preparing to go forward in the fight deployed regularly during their workup cycles to 29 Palms, Calif., where the austere desert climate served as an ideal training backdrop for air and ground combat integration training. Full flying squadrons and specialized detachments across the MAW trained during Enhanced Mojave Viper.
The Wing also participated in Weapons and Tactics Instructor's courses in Yuma, Ariz., where pilots and weapons systems operators joined ground combat officers in honing their battlefield knowledge with the latest tactics. The air and ground officers returned as certified instructors to teach those tactics at the unit levels. MACG-28 participated throughout WTI, along with multiple Tactical Air Control Party exercises, assisting Expeditionary Warfare Training Group Atlantic (EWTGLANT) in training qualified joint tactical air controllers.
In April, VMFA-122 and VMFA-533 deployed to NAF El Centro, Calif., to provide External Air Support (EAS) to WTI 2-12. MWSS-272 was simultaneously operating a forward arming and refueling point at Oak Grove supporting VMFA-533 jets and other Marine aircraft.
In April, 2d MAW dissolved 2d Marine Wing Support Group placing each of its four support squadrons under the operational control of the flying group commanders. The move was the result of realignment recommendations set forth in the 2010 Force Structure Review.
During a May exercise, VMFA-251 participated in Iron Agate in the United Arab Emirates while in June, the focus of effort for F/A-18 squadrons at home was the Marine Division Tactics Course (MDTC). Instructors from MAWTS-1 and professional aggressors from VMFT-401 provided support. Elsewhere in the United States, VMM-266 deployed to Edwards AFB in California in a squadron deploy for training exercise. They remained in California through the end of the June to support MRX Raven 12-3 at Fort Irwin National Training Center. Off the east coast, VMFA-312 executed an at-sea deployment in support of Carrier Air Wing (CVW)-3.
HMLA-167 sent four AH-1Ws in July to support the Partnership of the Americas, a multi-national exercise at NAS Mayport, Fla., run by U.S. Southern Command. By month's end, HMLA-269 completed Operation RAVEN 12-01 supporting 2d Marine Special Operation Battalion from the Army's National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif. August was a milestone month for 2d MAW as VMFA(AW)-533 worked closely with F-16 squadrons in the eastern United States to coordinate several large aerial combat exercises involving diverse aircraft platforms and squadrons. VMFA-122 successfully certified the Marine Corps first two fighter attack instructors and HMLA-269 successfully fired their first Advanced Precision Kill Weapons System (APKWS) rockets.
In October, MAG-29 sent an HMH-366 detachment of four CH-53Es and personnel to Edwards AFB to support Exercise RAVEN 13-01. Within MAG-26, VMMT-204 executed a deploy-for-training mission to Pensacola, Fla., and in October and September, VMM-263 conducted a DFT to Fort Carson, Colo. VMM-263 executed a DFT mission to Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, NM. In November, HMH-461 participated in the alternate mission rehearsal exercise (AMRX) at MCAS Yuma preparing for an OEF deployment. 128 Marines deployed with six aircraft in simulated expeditionary conditions to execute a mission structured around the air tasking order format used in OEF. In December, MACG-28 conducted an integrated simulation training exercise (MISTEX) and supported a mission rehearsal exercise required for 2d MAW's certification to deploy a forward headquarters element to provide aviation command and control in combat.

Regrouping and moving forward in a changing world
2d MAW is at the forefront of Marine aircraft development. Transition to the F-35B remains a top priority to the Marine Corps. The commandant states the short takeoff vertical lift variant of the Joint Strike Fighter is critical to the expeditionary nature of Marine Aviation. On January 11, 2d MAW pilots with VMFAT-501 flew the first two F-35B's from Texas to their home base at Eglin AFB in Florida. On Feb. 24, the Warlords unveiled the Corps' first F-35B to the public, and the first flights at Eglin followed in May. By the end of 2012, VMFAT-501 received all 13 aircraft. 
As 2d MAW moved forward in 2012, a new leader assumed command when the current Maj. Gen. Glenn M. Walters assumed command from Maj. Gen. Jon M. Davis, May 24. The change of command occurred during a transition period for 2d MAW as large scale deployments in Afghanistan neared an end. Gen. Walters stated the focus of 2d MAW for 2013 is preparing units for combat, instead of deploying them in combat. With 16,000 Marines and Sailors dispersed across the globe, the commanding general will rely confidently on his leaders at all levels to articulate and enforce his intent to ensure 2d MAW continues to set the standard for aviation combat excellence. In moving forward, the Wing will continue to supply aviation assets to those deploying Marine expeditionary units positioned to respond to crises anywhere in the world. 2d MAW will continue to train and deploy at all unit levels supporting the Marine Corps' return to amphibious doctrine by honing the mission-essential tasks required for expeditionary crisis response. The shift includes a return to unit rotations in the Pacific and a constant focus on providing ready aircraft and ready squadrons to support all rapid response forces. In a recent interview, Gen. Walters vowed he will also ensure every element of 2d MAW is ready to “respond to the clarion call” whenever and wherever needed. 
2d Marine Aircraft Wing answered that call time and again in 2012. It’s what 2d MAW does – and will always do.
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