DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS
3000 MARINE CORPS PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-3000 IN REPLY REFER TO:
3000
Avn
17 Nov 05

From: Deputy Commandant for Aviation
To: Distribution List

Subj: REVISED/MARINE CORPS POLICY FOR ORIENTATION/INDOCTRINATION
(0&I) FLIGHTS ABOARD MARINE CORPS AIRCRAFT

Ref: (a) DOD 4515.13R, Air Transportation Eligibility
(b) OPNAV 3710.7T, NATOPS General Flight & Operating
Instructions

(c) MCO 5720.73 w/CH1l, Marine Cocrps Aviation Support of the
Community Relations Program

1. Due to the broad interest in Marine Corps Aviation and
conflicting information contained in the references for (0&I)
flights, the following information is provided.

2. Per the references, active duty personnel, DoD employees,
civilian contractors, members of Congress and their staffs, and
other specified categories of passengers are authorized to receive
an 0&I flight at the discretion of the service. The purpose of
these flights is to familiarize them with an aircraft, its
operation, capabilities, requirements, and concept of employment
or limitations, and to also be used for other official functions.

3. Per reference (c¢), DC Aviation “is the approval authority for
selected passengers to receive 0&I flights in high performance
aircraft, aircraft with ejection seats and/or personal oxygen
systems, or to occupy a crew seat.” COMMARFORLANT, COMMARFORPAC,
and COMMARFORRES are delegated authority to approve 0&I flights
for passengers aboard cargo/transport category aircraft.

4. Tn order to ensure proper risk mitigation and non-interference
with the Operating Forces training and operations requirements,
the following policy is provided for 0&I flights.

a. For multi-piloted aircraft (Mv-22, CH-53, CH-46, KC-130),
as defined by their respective NATOPS Manuals), passengers shall
not occupy a pilot or co-pilot crew seat position. Multi-piloted
aircraft require two NATOPS qualified pilots at the flight
controls throughout the flight. Passengers are allowed to sit in
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the cabin area and, when available, the jump seat.

b. For a single-piloted aircraft (UH-1, AH-1, F/A-18B/D, TAV-
8B, EA-6B), approval must be granted by the Deputy Commandant for
Aviation for a passenger to occupy a co-pilot, back seat, or NFO
crew position.

5. Requests for 0&I flights in aircraft involved in developmental
test, operational test, or operational evaluation will be
submitted to Commander, Naval Air Systems Command.

6. O0&I flights shall be conducted on a non-interference basis,
with operations and training, unless a waiver is granted by the
Deputy Commandant for Aviation. Blanket approvals shall not be
granted.

7. Commanders who are designated Naval Aviators (Pilots & Naval
Flight Officers) listed on the respective Marine Aircraft Wing
Authorized to Fly List may fly all aircraft types in their
commands as required in the execution of their command
responsibilities. These flights are not defined as
Orientation/Indoctrination flights. Ensure compliance with all
applicable directives.

8. Our entire Corps understands and values the interest and
support provided by the public, and I have always encouraged
Aviation to promote our capabilities. We must carefully balance
encouraging participation as we also manage the 0&I flig%f/g;ogr&ﬁ/

to ensure sound operational risk manaqgment. -
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