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scription of Action

enthusiastically

recommended for the Alfred A. Cunningham Award for his

outstanding contribution to Marine Av
in two separate theaters of combat as
Quality Assurance Officer, Marine Lig
Squadron 169
2009,
I o -aduated fr
Tactics Instructor Course in COctober
the squadron with his vast experience
instruct. His immediate attention to
prepared all UH-1N co-pilots, flight
instructors for their duties during c
challenging theaters of Irag and Afgh

{HMLA-169) from 1 Januar

iation while serving

a UH-1N pilot and

nt Attack Helicopter

¥ 2009 to 31 December

bm the Weapons and

hf 2008, returning to
and enthusizasm to
effective training
leaders, and

bmbat in the extremely
anigtan.

On 12 February 2009, D - - icies

were put to the test when his UH-1N t
component causing a complete loss in

effectiveness while transitioning to

unforgiving and dusty Forward Arming

He quickly recognized the situation a
corrective inputs, allowing a safe an
landing. With only seconds to react,
gquick thinking, and appropriate contr
aircraft and all four crew members fr
deadly situation.

With plans censtantly changing,
learned it would no longer be assumin
rotation and would be deploying to OE
earlier than anticipated. Assigned t

nil rotor lost a

tail rotor

landing in an

and Refueling Point.
nd immediately made

1 otherwise uneventful
his calm demeancr,

pl inputs saved an

om a potentially

che Squadron had

g the usual QIF

P almost three months
> accompany two UH-1Ng

to Iraqg, the original intent for | IEGKGTGNGNzNgGEGEGEGE - o

remain only to test the aircraft then
Afghanistan with the main body of HML
decision to send UH-1N “Hueys"” to Afg
cancelled, he remained in Irag and au
Operating out of Al Asad Airbase, he
sections in support of OIF. He then
to continue flying in combat missions
rotation back to Al Asad, he arrived
Relief in Place/Transfer of Authority
arriving OIF detachment smooth and se
began leading sections and training t
169 copilots.

As the tempo of combat operation
the need to unite HMLA-169 as a full
the OIF detachment pre
pase in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan and immediately began leal
completely new and different theater

continue on to

-169. When the
anistan was
gmented HMLA-369.
led numerous combat
rotated further north
in Sal Sinjar. Upon
in time to make the
with HMLA-169's
amless. He quickly
he newly arrived HMLA-

s increased in OEF and
squadron was realized,

pared for anotﬁﬁr move to the main
arrived in

ding sections in a
of combat and he did
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it superbly.

International Security Assistance For

During countless named ¢perations working
with Marine, British, Special Operations,

and othexr
ce units, he was

consistently selected by the Commanding Officer to plan,

brief, and lead sections in these lar

ye-scale missions.

I = tactical judgment and decision-

making abilities as a combat leader w
he was called on to conduct the tacti
fellow downed pilots.
blowing dust and haze, the dash two a
two AH-1IW “Cobras” impacted the groun
maneuvers. The flight leader assumed
Commander and immediately established
HMLA-169 base.
1N was on-deck receiving a hot refuel
was relayed to his section.
launch immediately to assgist the On-~S
potentially employ the utility role o
conducting the tactical recovery of p
enroute he communicated with the On-8
establish altitude and lateral deconf
build his situational awareness.
Arriving on scene as guickly as

M inmediately began to asse
orienting on any personnel or areas t
potential threats to the downed aircr
gmoke grenade be employed to aid in ¢
speed and direction. Once the landin
tenable, he did not hesitate and imme
land on the shore line near the AH-1¥W
deck, he ordered both c¢rew chiefs to
and recover both downed pilots while
scanned the gathering crowd of Afghan
opposite shore no wmore than 200 meter
potential threats. Once certain both
recovered in hisg aircraft, he departe
aboard Camp Bastion. Unfamiliar with
coordinated with tower for the most ¢
both injured pilots. This coordinati
minutes and allowed for the speedy re
piiots to the hosgpital.

ye exemplified when
tal recovery of two

In deteriorating visibility due to

ircraft in a flight of
1 during evasive

the role of On-Scene
communications with

At the same time, [HENEGG——NNNN  UH-

when the information

He receiyed permission to

rene Commander and
£ the UH-1N by
ersonnel. While
rene Commander to
liction and rapidly

possible, [N

ss the situation by
hat could pose as

ew. He then ordered a
rlculating the wind

o area was assessed as
diately prepared to
wreckage. Safely on
disembark the aircraft
he and his copilot

i locals on the

s away for any

pilots were safely

d to the hospital

the medical pads, he
xpediticus recovery of
on saved precious
covery of the injured

N - £light leadership, courage, and

daring initiative directly saved the
critically wounded fellow Marines. H
tactical situation as it developed an
preparation for any situation illusty
professionalism and dedication of thi
his conduct both in and out of the cd

I 2 preserved the highest

Marine Corps.

lives of two

is ability to read the
d subsequent

ates the level of

s individual. Due to
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T - born in Hg
1979,
Engineering from Texas A&M University in May

uston, Texas on 26 January
He graduated with a Bachelor of Sciende in Industrial Distribution
2002 and then attended
Officer Candidate’'s Course from January to Mgrch of 2003.

He then

received his commission as a Second Lieutenant and was assigned to The

Basic School. Upon completion of The Basic S
Lieutenant GGG reported to Aviation T
Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola followed by
Christi and NAS Pensacola and was designated

After receiving his wings,
Marine Helicopter Training Sguadron 303 at M4

Pendleton, California for initial training in
Decenmber 2005, 1]
Attack Helicopter Sguadron 169 (HMLA-169), I

deployed with HMLA-169
IRAQI FREEDOM (QIF).
in guly 2007. | Gcoloyved
of OIF in Gctober 2007 and after redeploying
Tactics Instructor course in the fall of 2008,
deployed for the third time with HMLA-169 (D¢
March of 2009 and in July 2009, joined the fu
support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.
165 as the s-~6A, Pilot Training Officer, Qual
Squadron UH-1N Weapons and Tactics Instructor|

I 5 pe:sonal decoratio

combat distinguishing device and Air Medal St

In January 2010 S i1l repo

Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Stati
and Rescue pilot Operations QOfficer.

chool in Qctober 20032,
re-flight Indoctrination at

t A)
11 squadron in Afghanistan in

I o:ved HMLA-

ity Assurance Officer,

Second

flight school at NAS Corpus

a Naval Aviator in June 2005,

I - cported to

rine Corps Base Camp

the UH-1N “Huey”. In

eported to Marine Light
n March of 2006, N

in support of Operation

N - oromoted to Captain

ith HMLA-169 again in support
attended the Weapons and

in support of OIF in

and

ns include the Air Medal with
rike/Flight with numeral 11.

rt to Headguarters &

on Yuma to serve as a Search
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Photograph Captions
{1} : Taken while on detachment to Sal
temporarily augmenting HMLA-369.

standing with the military working do
passenger aboard his UH-1N during a c

(2y: I individual
in front of the UH-1N “*Huey” helicopt
photo is has been displaved in the ha
since December 2005, signifying thag |
“Yiper” pilot and instructor.

{3): Piloting {(in right seat) the UH-
in support of 2nd Battalion 3rd Marin
Combat Qutpost Delaram, Afghanistan.
in the distance.

{(4): Teeing off from the rooftop of t]
Asad, Irag.
{5): Proudly displaving the colors in

Point of Contact Information

vork address and phone aumber:

Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadr
Marine Aircraft Group 39

3D Marine Aircrafi wing

Box 555781

Camp Pendleton, California 92055

pst:

Comm: [N

Email: GG

Home address and phone number:

to captions and POC

Sinjar, Irag while

I i

7y that was later a
cmbat mission.

Sguadron photo, taken
2r he commands. This

llways of HMLA-169
he is a current

IN on a combat mission
s in the vicinity of
"Spider Mountain® is

e smoke pit in Al

front of the UH-1IN.

bn 169
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