	Colonel Bufton graduated from Randolph-Macon College in 1991 and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant.   Upon graduation from The Basic School in Quantico, VA, he reported to NAS Pensacola, where he completed flight training and was designated a naval aviator in January 1994.  

	He reported to HMT-204 aboard MCAS New River, NC, in February 1994 transitioning to the CH-46E helicopter.  His initial Fleet Marine Force duty was with HMM-264 at MCAS New River where he completed two Landing Force Sixth Fleet Mediterranean Deployments and Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force deployments to Haiti and Liberia.  He served in Operations as a schedule writer, the Tactics department and held the billets of Airframes Officer and Quality Assurance Officer in the Maintenance Department from July 1994 to September 1998.  

	Following his tour at HMM-264 he reported to HMX-1 in October 1998.  He was qualified in the VH-3D and VH-60N helicopters while assigned to HMX-1 and designated a White House Helicopter Commander in November 2000.   At HMX-1 he served as the greenside Quality Assurance Officer, Schedule writer and Whiteside Flight line Officer from 1998 to 2002.  

	In July 2002 he reported to 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Anti-Terrorism) aboard Camp Lejeune as the Air Officer.  While there additional billets held were the 4th MEB(AT) Ground Safety Officer and G-3 Liaison to the 4th MEB(AT) subordinate commands as well as completing the Tactical Control Air Party course at EWTGLANT from 2002 to June 2003.  
	
	He then reported to MAG-26 aboard MCAS New River as the Director of Safety and Standardization until December 2003.  He then reported to HMM-264 where he was the Maintenance Officer and Operations Officer from December 2003 to June 2006.  While there he deployed as the Aviation Combat Element Officer-in-Charge for the Aviation Contingency Marine Air Ground Task Force in support of ongoing operations in Haiti.  He also deployed as the Maintenance Officer for OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 04-06.  

	In July 2006 he reported to Headquarters Marine Corps, Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Enlisted Assignments as the Enlisted Aviation Monitor Unit Head.  

In June 2008 Col Bufton assumed command of HMM-268 aboard MCAS Camp Pendleton.  During his command tour the squadron deployed in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM.  Also, the squadron was awarded the 2010 MCAA Fred. C. Dyer award for HMM squadron of the year and the 2009 Chief of Naval Operations Safety Award.  He relinquished command in April 2010.

From August 2010 to June 2011 Col Bufton attended the National War College where he earned a master of science in National Security Strategy with a concentration in Information Operations.  Following top level school, he reported to the Pentagon, Joint Staff, J-7, the Directorate for Joint Force Development, where his billets included being an Exercise Planner and Executive Assistant to the Vice Director for the J-7.  In June, 2013 he was reassigned to his current position as the branch head for the Aviation Support and Manpower Branch, HQMC, Aviation.

 His personal decorations include the Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal with strike/flight numeral eleven, Meritorious Service Medal with 2 Gold Stars, Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, and various other personal and unit awards.  

	 
